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EASTER MESSAGE IN AN OCCUPIED COUNTRY 
- COURAGEOUS SERMON BY A FRENCH PASTOR 


A striking Easter sermon was preached by 
a pastor of the French Protestant Church 
somewhere in France after the occupation. 
It is a good example of the way in which 
great Christian doctrines -'are sustaining 
courage in occupied countries. A feature of 
the spiritual resistance in France was the way 
in which Christians resisted and hoped when 
outwardly there appeared to be no hope. This 
attitude is illustrated particularly clearly in 
the closing paragraphs of this sermon. As 
the sermon has not been published in Eng- 
lish, we are printing considerable extracts 


- from it. 


-*“God has made this Jesus, Whom you 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ. (Acts 
2) 36.) 


THE SILENCE OF GooD FRIDAY 

““We cannot grasp the message of Easter 
if we do not hear it ringing out against the 
silence of Holy Saturday, if we do not re- 
member that it concerns ‘ this Jesus Whom 
you have crucified.’ 

“* Jesus is dead, God has let Him die. God 


has done nothing, nothing. The God of © 


Good Friday is both deaf and dumb, an im- 
penetrable God, Who refuses to admit us to 
His presence. A God Who says ‘No’ to 


the very end. A God Who hides Himself 
_ terribly. 


“ Yes, that is where we are. In the midst 


_ of this refusal, this blackest night, this total 


collapse. 
“*On the Cross, God said ‘ No’ to sinful 
man ; He rejects him and neglects him. It 


is as though there were no God. It is as. 
though God could do nothing. 

‘““What really happened the day before 
yesterday: While the crime of crimes was. 
being accomplished, while our deceit, our 
violence, our injustice were triumphing over 
the Son of God, while Herod and Judas and 
Caiaphas succeeded in their affair and carried 
off a decisive success, this is what was really 
happening : a man was yielding to the 
justice of God. One man consented to the 
God Who says ‘“No! ’ and he perished under 
the weight of that ‘ No.’ Up to that point, 
God was held back. But since then, yes, 
since Jesus yielded, since the rights and the 
justice of the holiness of God were recognised, 
from that very moment, God is free, His 
mercy is unbound, the unlimited power of 
His Grace can work. God can say ‘ Yes.’ 


THE RELEASE OF GOD’s POWER 

‘And what happens when God says 
‘Yes’? When He is free, when our iniquity 
does not hold Him back? There happens 
the event of Easter Day. The Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ comes to pass. There comes 
to pass this pure act of God, this pure inter- 
vention of God, this release of His power, His 
Almighty Power. ‘This man Whom you 
have killed by nailing on the Cross, God has 
raised up, delivering Him from the sorrows 
of Death because it was not possible for them 
to hold Him in their power.’ When there 
was nothing left of Jesus Christ, then it was 
that there was nothing left but Jesus Christ, 
risen in the new day of the sovereignty of 
God. God has said ‘ Yes.’ And all the 
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victory of this world has crashed in this 


simple word ‘ yes’ like a melted flake of 


snow. 

‘* And all the triumph of the lords of this 
world was transformed into an indescribable 
panic. ‘God has made this Jesus, Whom 
you have crucified, both Lord and Christ.’ 

‘Such is God’s policy. Such is the 
message of Easter: nothing other than the 
revelation of grace and the sovereignty of 
God. 


A Bap Day FoR WoRLD-VICTORS 

‘‘We must admit that it was a bad day 
for the conquerors of this world, for Herod, 
Caiaphas, Judas and the Pharisees. A very 
bad day, although they are not in any doubt. 
They continue to believe the matter ‘settled 
and the triumph accomplished. A very bad 
day for the mass of rogues who sympathised 
with Jesus Christ the other day, when they 
thought Him a powerful light, and who to- 
day sympathise with the Sanhedrin and the 
Pharisees, with the victorious authority. You 
can hear them, all these former allies of the 
Messiah ; all those who waited before deciding 
to see how things would turn out, all the 
' tealist politicians discussing on Easter morn- 
ing: ‘I recognise that Jesus had qualities, 
but now whatever can I do? He is buried, 
all is up, we must make our decision. He is 
vanquished. When you are defeated you are 
‘defeated.’ And then confess that all the San- 
hedrin crowd, Judas, Herod and Pilate have 
conducted the affair admirably and re-estab- 
lished order when it was troubled by the 
wandering prophet! Yes, these people are 
strong and it is they who hold the reins. We 
are indeed forced to range ourselves with 
them ; otherwise what becomes of the people 
ot Israel? And what becomes of us? 


TRUTH AND JUSTICE CRUCIFIED! 

“You were saying? Truth, justice? Yes, 
we are in full agreement. Otherwise what 
would become of the people of Israel, and 
what would become of us? We only want to 
collaborate with these things. But they are 
on the Cross—Truth and Justice. They are 
defeated, have you not understood? JT: am 
forced to stretch out my hand to the victors, 
to deceit, to pride, and to oppression. 

“ Since God has let it happen, since your 
good God has given the victory, is it my fault 
if I must stretch out my hand to them? I have 
no choice, for justice is no more. 

“Thus spoke the honourable bourgeoisie 
and the people of Jerusalem on that Easter 


morning 1,900. years ago. ‘Ah! they are 


_strong and they are in command.’ However, 


already there ran from mouth to mouth the 
unheard-of news, the incredible and sovereign 
news: ‘ God has made this Jesus, Whom you 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ ; God 
has given all power to Him Whom you have 
rejected.’ Herod and the Pharisees are not 
strong. They are desperately weak. They 
are nothing, less than nothing. It is not 
they who are in command. God is in com- 
mand, He and none other. 

‘“ Yes, Easter is a very bad day for all 
those who have turned to the victors of Good 
Friday and have taken on them the mark of 
the Beast, and who have stretched out their 
hand to Pilate and Herod and Judas... There 
is no Easter for those who will continue to 
the Judgment Day.to believe that it is the 
Beast who is in command and that they are 
following the right course. 


EASTER, OR THE NEW ORDER? 

‘‘ The goodness and the sovereignty of 
Easter Day take on a new vividness in the 
midst of disaster, in the midst of the shame 
of the time in which we live. For there are 
no alternatives other than. those of Easter 
and the new order. The Power which 
controls our life in every realm is, whether 
we like it or not, either that of the Resurrec- 
tion or that of the powers of this world. I 
see less and less chance of drawing a frontier 
to our obedience and distinguishing the politi- 
cal domain which one can abandon to the 
evil one, from the religious domain which 
one must abandon to Jesus Christ. For, 
indeed, Christ has either risen again, and we 
must be governed by the policy of Easter, or 
Christ has not risen and we must adopt the 
religion and policy of the Sanhedrin. Either 


‘Christ is risen and we look to Him for every- 


thing even when that ‘may cost us the Cross, 
or Christ has not risen and we look to Herod, 
Caiaphas, and Judas, to all the great masters 
of the situation. 

““To whom do you want us to look if 
Justice is dead? If Truth is dead? If 
Justice and Truth are no more? If Christ is 


~ not risen, your faith is vain, your obedience is 


vain, your resistance is vain, your fate is not 
worth a scrap of bread or a drop of blood. 
There is nothing to do except to let things go, 
to accept them, to disarm and to stretch out 
our hand to‘the Prince of this World. There 
is nothing to do except to arrange things as 
well as possible, to keep quiet and to accept — 
from the driver a few strokes from his whip. | 


There is no dishonour in all that, if Christ 
has not risen. ‘ But,’ says the Apostle, ‘ the 
stone which the builders rejected is become 
the head stone of the corner. Therefore the 
honour is to you who believe ; ’ who believe, 
who trust, to this rejected stone, precious 
before God, to this Lord crucified and glori- 
ously raised again. Honour, our individual 
honour, and also our national honour rests 
on this corner stone of the Resurrection. The 
honour of peoples, the honour of men can 
only be’ safeguarded because there is an 
Easter, otherwise everything moves, every- 
thing slips down into the eternal abyss. This 
is evident, this is certain. There is only one 
order which can bring life, there is only one 
password which can govern life and death 
among men and people of honour, snatch 
them from the jaws of the Beast and save 
them from eternal shame—that is the word 
‘ Christ is risen.’ To-day that is the foun- 
dation, not only of religious life, but of all 
life—political, military and social. 


THE MESSAGE FOR THE HOUR 

““ He is indeed risen! We must say it to 
the soldiers in order that they may be soldiers, 
and to the politicians in order that they may 
indeed be politicians. We must say it to men 
of affairs, to industrialists, to students and 
workers. Christ is risen! Have we no other 
policy? No other that can keep us upright 
in truth and justice, faced with the release of 
mighty powers, faced with the triumph of the 
new order. That is why we can do nothing 
more practical, nothing more immediately 
beneficial for an individual or a people than 
to believe in the Risen One and to proclaim 
His Resurrection and to carry on with our 
eyes towards Him. . 

““Do you mean that Easter becomes our 
only principle of action? Do you mean that 
to every question that is posed: Why do you 
do this, why do you say that? we should 


infallibly respond, ‘“ Because Christ is 
risen ’’’? That is what it means to be a 
Christian. 


THE OnLy TRUE Hope 

““Why this resistance when there is no 
hope? Because Christ is risen and resistance 
is therefore animated by the only true hope. 

“Why this fidelity which lands you into 
trouble? Because Christ is risen and fidelity 
is the only thing which can bring me up from 
the abyss... 

““Why this ridiculous honesty?) Because 


Christ is risen and honesty is the only thing. 


which will not bring me eternal shame. 


i Why this truth which compromises you 
so? Because Christ is risen and truth is the 
only thing which will not compromise me 


' before God. 


““ Why this love which leads you into suf- 
fering? Because Christ is risen and love is 
the only thing which will not plunge me into 
eternal suffering. Because the result of all 
obedience to God is guaranteed eternally by 
Christ’s resurrection and I need have no 
anxiety about the human issue so long as I 
look towards Him, royally indifferent to pre- 
occupation with success and to fear of failure, 
liberated from the sin which envelops us. I 
know that in the last resort there is only one 
victory, that of Easter, that of Him Who 
does the Will of God to the very end, that 
of Him Who resists the power of iniquity even 
unto blood.”’ 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES 

The British Council of Churches, made up 
of the official representatives of the Church 
of England, the Church of Scotland and the 
Free Churches, met in London on April 13th 
and 14th under the presidency of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury. 

Among the many subjects dealt with were 
reports from the Department of International 
Friendship (including plans for post-war 
relief and Church-aid in Europe), a report 
from the Department of Social Responsibility 
(including statements on the Beveridge Re- 
port and current moral problems). There 
was also news of the great progress made in 
the ‘‘ Religion and Life Weeks ’’ and infor- 
mation given concerning the development of 
chaplaincies in munition factories. 


ANTI-SEMITISM 

The following resolution was passed on 
anti-Semitism ; — : 

‘* The British Council of Churches warmly 
welcomes the statements made by the leaders 
of many Christian Churches expressing fellow- 
feeling with the Jewish people in the trials 
through which they are passing and the desire 
to aid them in every practicable way. In 
particular the Council notes with admiration 
and thankfulness the statements on this sub- 
ject which have issued from Christian leaders 
in enemy-occupied countries. 

‘« The Council affirms that anti-Semitism of 
any kind is contrary to natural justice, incom- 
patible with the Christian doctrine of man and 
a denial of the Gospel. Malicious gossip and 
irresponsible charges against Jews, no less 


than active persecution, are incompatible with 
Christian standards of behaviour. 

‘‘ The Council welcomes the decision to 
hold in Bermuda a Conference in which the 
British and American Governments will seek 
jointly to find practical ways of rendering 
immediate and continuing assistance to Jews 
and other imperilled peoples. The Council 
considers that every possible step ought to be 
taken, to rescue from massacre the Jews in 
enemy and enemy-occupied territories.. It is 
convinced that both Christian and Jewish 
people in this country would give streng 
support to a lead from His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in offering sanctuary in Great Britain 
for a considerable number of children and 
adults, additional to those received before 
September, 1939, and would be ready to make 
sacrifices so as to provide hospitality for them 
during the war. 

“The Council further asks that the Ber- 
muda Conference: will suggest measures for 
rendering the requisite material assistance for 
the maintenance of refugees who reach 
neutral countries, and will give assurances to 
those countries of readiness to co-operate in 
plans. for post-war settlement of the refugees 
in other parts of the world.” 

Resolutions were also adopted on India 
and problems of food shortage in Europe. 


BELGIAN BISHOP’S PROTEST 

AGAINST GERMAN INTRUSION 
The clandestine paper La Libre Belgique, 
January 15th, 1943, writes: ‘‘ On September 


14th, 1942, the Germans requisitioned the 
chancel of the Cathedral of Tournai and com- 


memorated there the death not only of soldiers 

fallen on the field of battle, but of our own 

traitors. They even sent round circulars 

inviting our countrymen to attend the cere-_ 
mony. Consequently Mgr. Delmotte, Bishop 

of Tournai, addressed a letter to the clergy 

and to the faithful of his diocese, saying: 

‘* You have been invited to attend a 
funeral service to be celebrated to-morrow, 
September 14th, in the Cathedral, The invi- 
tation is couched in terms which might lead 
you to believe that the Church authorities had 
given their consent to this ceremony. It is © 
my duty to inform you that we have done 
nothing of the sort. The German authorities 
at Brussels sent us a requisitioning order re- 
questing us to put the chancel of the Cathe- 
dral at the disposal of German chaplains so 
that they might celebrate the funeral service 
in question, A requisitioning of this nature 
violates the rights of the venerable Chapter 
and our own and the centuries-old tradition 
of the Tournai Cathedral. The chancel. of 
the Cathedral is never used for burial masses 
for private persons. . We have been 
obliged to yield,to German pressure, but we 


* wish to make it clear that we have neverthe- 


less registered the strongest of protests. We 
have also obtained a promise from the Ger- 
man authorities that they will only hold a 
service for soldiers in their armies, who died 
on the field of battle, and not for members of 
any political party.’ ’’ f 

La Libre Belgique adds: “‘ Once again, the 
Belgian Church, in her great dignity, has 
opposed the invader. May the example of 
the Church help to strengthen the faint- 
hearted! ”’ 
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